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was carrying out a preliminary reconnaissance for the
Iraq railways. In the June of that year two car con-
voys set out: one from Amman on the west and the
other from Ramadi on the east. They actually met at
the wells of El Jid, about half-way across. The con-
voy from Amman consisted of two Rolls armoured cars,
two Rolls tenders and six Crossley desert tenders, which
had the frames raised to give greater clearance over the
ground. The parties from both ends consisted of
Royal Air Force personnel. The Amman party was
accompanied by Dn Ball, who surveyed the route as
accurately as could be managed under the circumstances,
and whose map subsequently formed the pilot's guide
when flying across. Peake Pasha, who knew as much
as any man about the country and its inhabitants, also
went. Every night the position of the convoy was
fixed by stellar observations, and the accurate time
necessary for the calculations was received by means
of a portable wireless set which the party took with
them.

But the car convoy would have been blind to the
unknown country ahead had it not been accompanied
by a Flight of aeroplanes which co-operated with the
men on the ground and kept reconnoitring ahead.
From time to time an aeroplane would come back to
the cars and land beside them when possible. The
pilot would give a description of the country ahead
and would indicate a favourable route for the cars to
follow. This air reconnaissance was undoubtedly one
of the principal factors in the success of the whole
operation. The cars from the west were accompanied
by D.H.9a aeroplanes of No. 47 Squadron based on
Amman, while those from the east were escorted by